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Leadership Certificate
in Blood Banking and
Transfusion Medicine

AABB is excited to offer the brand new Leadership
Certificate in Blood Banking and Transfusion Medicine.
This self-paced program is expertly designed for emerging
laboratory leaders, providing specialized leadership training
to elevate your career to new heights.

aabb.org/LeadershipCert
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Internationallyrecognized as the world’s strongest
system for hemovigilance, the U.K.'s SHOT program
sharesreporting efforts and key findings.
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Tracking Emerging
Infectious Diseases

The blood community keeps
aneye trained on novel, evolving
pathogens—essential work to
ensure the continued safety
of the blood supply.
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Groundbreaking treatments and initiatives may
x transform sickle cell carein the U.S. and Kenya.
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Donor Day

AABB and the blood community
celebrate World Blood Donor
DayonJune 14-atime to ;
honor blood donors for their Q
generous giftsand remind .
people of the importance of
blood donations.
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President’s
Message

The Worldwide Mission to
Advance Blood Safety and

Hemovigilance

am profoundly grateful for the

opportunities Thave had to advance

blood safetyand patient care. My
passion for understanding the role of
blood transfusionsin medical care,
particularlyinreducing therisk of
transfusion-transmitted infections
inlow-resource settings, hasbeen the
cornerstone of my career.

Duringthe past25years, I havelived
orworked in fivelow-income countries
and established a global research pro-
gram studying therisk for HIV transmis-
sionand therisk for other adverse events
associated with transfusion. For the
past 15years, I have primarily worked in
Uganda, collaborating with anumber of
non-governmental research organiza-
tions and the Uganda Blood Transfusion
service. During this time, myresearch
hasrevealed critical findings: transfu-
sionreactions are common, bacterial
contamination of platelet productsisa
significantrisk, and more than 15% of
asymptomatic Ugandan blood donors
have malaria parasitemia.

Determined to address these chal-
lenges, I have worked with anumber of
colleaguestoruna2,000-personclinical
trial evaluating whether pathogen
reduction technology (PRT) could be
implemented in Ugandaand whether
PRT could reduce adverse events and
seven different transfusion-transmitted
infections. While we are still awaiting
theresults, lam incredibly thankful for
the doorsthathave opened during my
career, each one affording me the op-
portunity to collaborate with colleagues
aswemake adifferenceinadvancing
the transfusion medicine community.

AABB’s mission of Improving lives
by making transfusion medicine and

Aaron A.R.Tobian,
by MD, PhD

biotherapies safe, available, and effec-
tiveworldwidecan onlybe possible by
supporting our peers across the planet,
includinginunder-resourced nations.
Here, they often grapple withlimited re-
sources andinfrastructure, makingour
collaborative efforts even more vital.

In March, I experienced a full-circle
momentwhen Ireturned to the Uganda
Blood Transfusion Service with AABB'’s
CEO, DebraBenAvram and others.
Ourtime there was areminder of the
impact of our work and how critical it
isforusto stay connected. Iwant to ex-
tend my heartfelt thanks to Dr. Dorothy
Kyeyune-Byabazaire and her team at
UBTS. Theirunwavering supportand
collaboration have been instrumental
inthe success of our efforts.

Across the AABB community, I
see astrongdedication to makinga
significant differencein the health and
well-being of deserving communities
around the world. Thank you for doing
your partin uplifting our practice and
savinglives.

s Tt

AaronA. R.Tobian, MD, PhD
AABB President
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Platelet Storage Systems

Optimized temperature
performance for safe platelet
storage

Quiet operation improves the
work environment

Up to 90% more efficient than
traditional incubators, reducing
the total cost of ownership

Supports facility sustainability
initatives by decreasing carbon
footprint

Learn More
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AABB Foundation:
Shaping the Industry

AABB Foundation Events at the

2024 AABB Annual Meeting

By AABB Foundation Staff
Contributing Writers

tobeheld Oct. 19-22 in Houston, Texas. As usual, the AABB Foundation will host a variety of events
in conjunction with the AABB Annual Meeting, all of which promote scientific research, innovation,
collaboration, and networking for the blood and biotherapies community.

The AABB Foundation serves the fields of transfusion medicine and biotherapies through grants, education,
industryleadership engagementand recognition. Thanks to the generosity of our community, the AABB Founda-
tionisfuelinginnovative research that strengthens the AABB mission ofimprovinglives by making transfusion
medicine and biotherapies safe, available and effective worldwide. Since its inceptionin 1983, the Foundation
hasprovided more than $11 million in grant funding to 200-plus investigators at the start of their careers, many
of whom have becomeleading experts in their fields.

“The AABB Foundation is one of the manyimportant aspects of AABB, and it plays an exciting and vital role at
the Annual Meeting,” stated Jose Cancelas, MD, PhD, CABP, president of the AABB Foundation Board of Direc-
tors. “We'relooking forward to connectingwith AABB members and Foundation contributors at our events this
year and extend our special thanks to event sponsors for their commitment to supporting our vital scientific
research mission.”

Here arejustafewofthe AABB Foundation’s events that attendees can look forward to at the 2024 AABB Annu-

AABB and the AABB Foundation are alreadyin the midst of planning for the 2024 AABB Annual Meeting,

al Meeting:

Reception for Research — a Party with a
Purpose!

Friday, Oct. 18

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Your donation and commitment to the AABB
Foundation serves as your ticket to attend this
fun networking event that celebrates and honors
the newest Foundationresearch grant and award
recipients—and all those who made it possible!
Attendees can make a donation to the AABB
Foundation during annual meetingregistration or
anytime online at aabb.org/foundation.

“Your participation helps supportand honor
researchers working to make a difference in thelives
of patients and donors worldwide,” stated Cancelas.
“Pleasejoinus!”

Institutions and companies are encouraged
to attend the Partywith a Purposereception. For
bulk ticket sales for your staff teams, please contact
foundation@aabb.org.
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Research Symposium
Saturday, Oct. 19
12:30 pm —2:00 pm

For more than four decades, the AABB Foundation
hasinfused the transfusion medicine and biother-
apies fields with innovative scientific research and
pioneeringleaders. This premier showcase brings
thatscience into an interactive symposium program
where the AABB Foundation grantand award recip-
ientsare featured amongthose presenting on their
research work.

“The AABB Foundation is committed to encour-
agingthe bestand the brightest scientists to build
andflourishin their careers,” stated Krystalyn
Hudson, PhD, chair of the Foundation’s Scientific
Research Grants Review Committee, which identi-
fies promising early-career investigators for grant
funding. “AABB Foundation-funded projects have led
toadvancements in treatments across many disci-
plines. It’s always exciting to hear about the research
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activities and recent findings that can have a positive
impact on patients and donors.”

Lunchwillbe provided at the Research Sympo-
sium. Registration islimited, and pre-registration is
required.

Run for Research/Sleep In for Research
Sunday, Oct. 20
7:00 am - 8:30 am (Race ends at approximately 8:30 am
or when the last participant finishes)

Lace up your sneakers for the annual Run for
Research. Whether yourun atarecord-breaking
pace or prefer a casual walk, what’simportantis your
participation. The Run for Research offers several
convenient options for attendees to getinvolved while
supporting the AABB Foundation mission. Registra-
tion proceeds help fund innovative scientificresearch
and supportthe careers of futureleadersin trans-
fusion medicine and biotherapies. Institutions and
companies are encouraged to participate in therun/
walk. For bulk ticket sales for your staff teams, please
contactfoundation@aabb.org.

In Person-Join us in the morning for a 5Krun or 1-mile
walk through the designated course in Downtown
Houston. A grab-and-go breakfastand commemora-
tive T-shirtare included with your registration.

Virtual—Want to run on your own time but still sup-
portthe cause? Participate in our virtual walk/run
on anyday of the AABB Annual Meeting. Enjoy this
flexible option as you complete your 5K or 1-mile race
whenever and wherever you are. Acommemorative
T-shirtisincluded with yourregistration.

Sleep In—Hit the pillow instead of the pavement! Sleep
inforresearch and still supportinnovative scientific
breakthroughs and futureleadersin the field with

FINISH

-

yourregistration. A commemorative
T-shirtisincluded.

Research & Development
Summit

Monday, Oct. 21
8:30am - 11:00 am

The Research & Development (R&D)
Summitisyour forum as an executive leader to
contribute to the forward-thinking discussions that
influence and impact the blood and biotherapies
field. “Each year, welook forward to bringing together
seniorleaders and expertresearchers fora dynamic
dialogue during the annual meeting,” stated Axel
Stover, PhD. Stover is one of several individuals who
contribute to the planning and development of the
R&D Summit. “Arange ofimportant topic areaslike
artificial intelligence, cell and gene therapy, disaster
preparedness and donorrecruitmentare being con-
sidered for thisyear.”

Representatives from corporate, health care,
regulatoryand other institutions and facilities will
be attending for discussions on pivotal topics driving
progress and solutionsin the field. Breakfastwillbe
provided. Registrationislimited, and pre-registration
isrequired.m

Thank you to the AABB Foundation event sponsors to date for their
generous financial support.

'h\ FRESENIUS
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caring for life

Johnson&dJohnson

For inquiries and AABB Foundation sponsorships, please contact
foundation@aabb.org.
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